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SUBJECT: SHEVCHENKO CASE 

1. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE STORY ENTITLED "DEEECTION OE AN 
APPARATCHIK" WHICH APPEARS IN THIS WEEK'S TIME MAGAZINE: 

2. "AT THE UN EARLIER THIS MONTH, MEMBERS OF SOVIET 
DIPLOMAT ARKADI SHEVCHENKO'S STAFE WERE ASTONISHED WHEN 
THEIR ORDINARILY ALOOE, IMPERSONAL BOSS CONFIDED THAT HE 
HAD A GRIEVOUS FAMILY WORRY: HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW WAS SO ILL 
THAT HE HAD TO FLY HOME TO MOSCOW. SUMMONING SECURITY 
GUARDS, SHEVCHENKO ORDERED HIS PRIVATE OFFICE SEALED. THEN 
THE STOOPED, ROUND-FACED UNDER SECRETARY-GENERAL STROLLED 
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OUT OF UN HEADQUARTERS IN MANHATTAN AND DISAPPEARED. 

3. "LAST WEEK A NEW YORK CITY ATTORNEY RETAINED BY 
SHEVCHENKO ANNOUNCED THAT HIS CLIENT WOULD NOT BE RETURNING 
TO THE USSR BECAUSE OF 'DIFFERENCES WITH HIS GOVERNMENT.' 

SHEVCHENKO WAS BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT SOVIET DIPLOMAT 

TO HAVE DEFECTED TO THE WEST, AND THE NEWS CAUSED CONSTERNA- 
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TION AT THE UN, INTENSE ALARM IN MOSCOW, AND SCARCELY 
CONCEALED ELATION IN WASHINGTON. A PROTEGE OE SOVIET EOR- 
EIGN MINISTER ANDREI GROMYKO, AND MOSCOW'S TOP-RANKING 
OEFICIAL ON THE UN STALE, SHEVCHENKO WAS PRIVY TO MANY OP 
HIS COUNTRY'S SECRETS, INCLUDING THE INNER WORKINGS OP 
KREMLIN POREIGN POLICY MAKING. MOREOVER, AS A DISARMAMENT 
SPECIALIST SERVING AS SECRETARY-GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM'S 
PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND 
SECURITY COUNCIL APPAIRS, HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH SOVIET 
POSITIONS ON STRATEGIC ARMS. POR EXAMPLE, SHEVCHENKO HAD 
BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN ORGANIZING NEXT MONTH'S SPECIAL UN 
SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, WHICH, IT WAS REPORTED, SOVIET 
PRESIDENT LEONID BREZHNEV PLANNED TO ATTEND. 

4. "STUNNED AND UNBELIEVING, SOVIET OPFICIALS IN THE US 
REQUESTED A MEETING WITH SHEVCHENKO, WHO WAS IN HIDING 
SOMEWHERE IN NEW YORK STATE. THE DELECTING DIPLOMAT'S 
LAWYER, ERNEST GROSS, A US ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP STATE 
UNDER TRUMAN, ARRANGED A MEETING IN HIS MANHATTAN LAW 
OPFICE. IN A DRAMATIC, HOUR-LONG CONPRONTATION WITH 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON ANATOLI DOBRYNIN AND 
AMBASSADOR TO THE UN OLEG TROYANOVSKY, SHEVCHENKO INSISTED 
THAT HE WOULD NOT RETURN TO HIS NATIVE LAND ON AN OPPICIAL 
VISIT, AS MOSCOW HAD DEMANDED. POLLOWING THAT MEETING, 

THE SOVIETS REGISTERED THEIR PIRST PUBLIC REACTION TO THE 
DEPECTION BY CLAIMING THAT SHEVCHENKO WAS BEING HELD IN 
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THE US UNDER DURESS.' ECHOING A TASS DISPATCH PROM MOSCOW, 

THE SOVIET MISSION TO THE UN ISSUED A STATEMENT CALLING 
THE DEFECTOR A VICTIM OP 'PREMEDITATED PROVOCATION' AND OF 
A DETESTABLE PRAMEUP' BY AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE AGENTS. 

5. "A US STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, TOM RESTON, DENIED 
THE CHARGE. SHEVCHENKO, HE SAID 'IS FREE TO STAY HERE, 

RETURN TO THE USSR OR GO TO ANOTHER COUNTRY, AS PAR AS WE 
ARE CONCERNED. THE US GOVERNMENT IN NO WAY ATTEMPTED TO 
INPLUENCE HIM IN HIS DECISION.' MEANWHILE, SHEVCHENKO WAS 
PROVING AN EMBARRASSMENT TO WALDHEIM, SINCE HE HAD NOT 
RESIGNED HIS 76,032 DOLLAR-A-YEAR POST, WHICH IS TRADITION- 
ALLY RESERVED POR A SOVIET DIPLOMAT. 

6. "THE REASONS BEHIND SHEVCHENKO'S ACTION APPEARED MURKY 
AT PIRST. REGARDED BY HIS U.N. COLLEAGUES AS AN ARROGANT, 
HARD-LINE COMMUNIST APPARATCHIK, SHEVCHENKO CLEARLY HAD NOT 
BEEN MOVED BY A SUDDEN, OVERWHELMING YEARNING POR FREEDOM. 
MOREOVER, THE MOVE SEEMINGLY CUT SHORT A BRILLIANT CAREER. 
FIRST POSTED TO THE U.N. IN 1963 AS A COUNSELOR IN THE 

SOVIET MISSION, SHEVCHENKO SERVED IN NEW YORK POR SEVEN 
YEARS. THE UKRAINIAN-BORN DIPLOMAT THEN RETURNED TO MOSCOW 
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AS AN ADVISER TO FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO AND REACHED 
AMBASSADORIAL RANK AT THE UNUSUALLY EARLY AGE OF 40. IN 
1973 HE WAS SENT BACK TO THE U.N. TO FILL THE CUSHY UNDER 
SECRETARY'S POST. 

7. "SPEAKING THROUGH HIS LAWYER, SHEVCHENKO MAINTAINED THAT 
HIS SUMMONS HOME BY MOSCOW WAS UNACCEPTABLE AND IMPROPER FOR 
AN INDEPENDENT U.N. OFFICIAE LIKE HIMSELF. SOME U.N. AIDES 
SCOFFED AT THIS EXPLANATION; WHENEVER SHEVCHENKO WAS LATE 
FOR A MEETING, THEY WOUED SAY IT WAS BECAUSE HE HAD STOPPED 

OFF AT THE SOVIET MISSION 30 BLOCKS AWAY TO GET INSTRUCTIONS 
ACCORDING TO ONE THEORY, SHEVCHENKO HAD BEEN RECALLED TO 
MOSCOW AS A RESULT OF SOME BEHIND-THE-SCENES POWER STRUGGLE 
IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THREATENED TO END HIS CAREER. 
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WITH HIS DREAMS OF FURTHER ADVANCEMENT SHATTERED, SO THE 
THEORY WENT HE DEFECTED IN DESPAIR. 

8. "SOVIET OFFICIALS AT THE U.N., WHOSE OWN CAREERS WILL 
BE COMPROMISED BY SHEVCHENKO'S DEFECTION, HASTENED TO 
OFFER OTHER EXPLANATIONS. SECOND SECRETARY YEVGENI 
LUKYANTSEV OF THE SOVIET MISSION INSISTED THAT "SHEVCHENKO 
HAD A DRINKING PROBLEM. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT THE FBI 

OR THE CIA CAUGHT HIM." ONE OF SHEVCHENKO'S AIDES AT THE 
U.N., VYACHESLAV KUZMIN, BELIEVED TO BE THE KGB OFFICER 
WHO WAS ASSIGNED TO KEEP HIM UNDER SURVEILLANCE, ASSERTED 
THAT "HE IS A SICK MAN WHO MUST BE SENT BACK TO MOSCOW SO 
HE CAN GET THE MEDICAL CARE HE NEEDS." OTHER U.N. OFFICIALS 
SPECULATED THAT SHEVCHENKO HAD FALLEN IN LOVE WITH AN 
AMERICAN WOMAN - A THEORY THAT GAINED CREDENCE WHEN IT 
WAS LEARNED THAT HIS WIFE, LENGINA, 48, HAD FLOWN HOME TWO 
WEEKS AGO, APPARENTLY AFTER A VIOLENT QUARREL WITH HER 
HUSBAND. SHE TOOK THEIR TEEN-AGE DAUGHTER, ANNA, WITH HER 
AND JOINED THE COUPLE'S SON, GENNADI, 25, AN EMPLOYEE OF 
THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY IN MOSCOW. 

9. "THERE WAS ANOTHER REASON FOR SHEVCHENKO TO DEFECT. 

TIME HAS LEARNED THAT FOR TWO YEARS HE HAS BEEN SECRETLY 
TALKING TO U.S. INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS. IN RECENT WEEKS HE 
HAS OFFERED TO EXPEAIN WHICH AMERICAN AGENCY-PRESUMABLY 
EITHER THE CIA OR THE FBI-HAD BEEN DELUDED BY SOVIET 
AGENTS WHO FED THEM "DISINFORMATION" PREPARED BY THE KGB. 

ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE, SHEVCHENKO'S PRICE FOR THIS 
INTERESTING SECRET IS ABOUT DOLLAR ONE-HUNDRED THOUSAND A 
YEAR. IF THE U.S. SHOUED REJECT HIS TERMS, SHEVCHENKO HAS 
THE ALTERNATIVE OF GIVING SIMILAR INFORMATION TO FIVE 
OTHER NATIONS WHOSE SECRET SERVICES HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 STATE 097984 TOSEC 040108 

WITH HIM."HE HAS PUT HIMSELF IN AN EXCELLENT BARGAINING 
POSITION," SAID ONE AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE OFFICIAL. "WE 
CAN HARDLY SAY THAT WE'RE NOT INTERESTED IN HIS INEORMATION, 
BUT IT'S UP TO PRESIDENT CARTER TO DECIDE WHETHER TO PAY 
HIS PRICE. " CHRISTOPHER 
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